
Newsletter – Winter 2013 / 14

Welcome to the Winter 2013/14 newsletter from the 
Ayrshire FEI Cluster, to keep you updated on recent

developments

FOREST SCHOOL TRAINING

We have now run 3 Forest School training courses in Ayrshire, 2 at Craufurdland Estate near 
Fenwick and the  most recent at Dumfries House near Cumnock, which was a combined level 1 

and 2 course with 9 of the 15 participants from East Ayrshire schools.

In excess of 40 people have now gone through the training we have been able to offer, at levels 
1, 2 and 3. This is in addition to the numerous level 3 qualified Forest School practitioners in 

the region too. The training has been funded by the Central Scotland Green Network (CSGN) 
and previously Forestry for People (F4P).

As always, it is quite a task to acquire funding to these levels to try and make the courses either 
free or at least subsidised as the costs involved for participants are not inconsiderable. 

Unfortunately, at present there is little or no support or funding to this aim , which makes 
continued development extremely difficult.

c/o East Ayrshire Woodlands, 
Underwood Depot, 
Auchinleck Road, Cumnock, 
Ayrshire KA18 1RS 01290 426973
mark.davies@east-ayrshire.gov.uk
www.eastayrshirewoodlands.co.uk
www.foresteducation.org



UNDERWOOD TRADITIONAL SKILLS CABIN

We managed to obtain funding from Awards for All to employ a local craftsperson to construct 
a 15m square log cabin as a base for holding a wide range of activities, from FEI meetings, 

traditional skills workshops, volunteer days and small events.
The cabin construction was as part of a training course for numerous 18-25 year old trainees 
who were able to acquire traditional cabin construction skills as valuable experience. Some 

were involved from start to finish in the project.

All of the timber used in construction was from our essential woodland management and was 
all locally sourced. Timber was processed either in the woodland or at the construction site 

using a mobile sawmill and all the roof shingles were cut from spruce felled at one of our other 
woodland sites at Patna.

The cabin also is heated by a log burner and not only provides space for storage of drying 
willow craft materials and our steambox but also a shave horse and pole lathe.

It is available for FEI members to use by arrangement and we look forward to holding 
meetings and small networking days there in the future.
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UNDERWOOD GREEN SKILLS PROJECT

The traditional skills cabin will also be used as a base for a new project to support addiction 
recovery, mental health support and learning disabilities. Whilst primarily aimed to support 
adults, it will offer opportunities to incorporate woodland education as the project develops.

BUSHCRAFT LEADER TRAINING

Three FEI members started bushcraft leader training in September, on a course hosted by 
Mountain Bushcraft Ways from Skye. Should funding be obtained, we would hope to offer 

members other opportunities to hold similar courses in the coming year.
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4 week workshops will include;

Polytunnel construction
Tree identification & folklore
Willow harvesting & sculpture
Bushcraft skills
Environmental art & storytelling
Practical conservation
Traditional skills & green woodwork
Wood carving



We held our long awaited networking day at the end of October in the Forest School clearing 
at Craufurdland Estate.

Initially, we had planned it to be a series of workshops throughout the woods that people could 
book on for an allocated time slot, but such was the success of the day, we abandoned that plan 
half way through and people were free to dip in and out of whichever workshop they wished 

too, which worked very well.

Some of the activities were;

Shave horse and pole lathe use - Use of knots, string and wool - Hapa Zome
Natural dyes and storytelling - Tree identification & folklore - Kelly kettle use

Thankfully the rain that was forecast only arrived as everything was packed up and we had 
tea, coffee, soup and lard (don’t ask) available on the day for all who attended.

It was really pleasing to see people from other FEI groups making the effort to travel not small 
journeys to take part and it has certainly inspired us to run further days when funds and time 

allow us to.
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AYRSHIRE FEI NETWORKING DAY



AUCHINLECK ACADEMY INTRODUCTION TO FORESTRY 
& TRADITIONAL SKILLS WEEK

Funded by the partnership fund, we organised and led an introduction to Forestry & 
traditional skills  intensive week with Auchinleck Academy. Designed to be as hands on as 

possible rather than purely observation, the week involved many aspects and varied activities 
that our members are involved with to earn a living in forestry related work, the highlight 

being the introduction of Wesley for the fascinating spectacle of horse logging.
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SURVIVOR 2013

We once again hosted the Yipworld survivor project at Craufurdland Estate where the group 
managed to complete the new circular route to the Forest School clearing with us, in time for 

our networking day held in October. The hard work during the day was followed by a relaxing 
overnight stay for the group under the stars
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The Roots of Arran Community Woodland was established 10 years ago on a forestry 
commission-owned site of recent clearfell. The group has worked hard over the last decade            
to plant it up with a variety of native trees, establish a network of walkers’ paths, an orchard 

and a pond to benefit wildlife. These efforts have been supported by Arran Trust grants 
over the last three years. School groups have used the site over the last three years to 

achieve their John Muir Award and have taken part in tree-planting, art activities, 
pond dipping and removal of invasive species.  The group has just received confirmation 

of a grant from the Ernest Cook Trust to continue offering Forest School sessions to 
local primary schools run by two qualified Forest School leaders this year. In addition to this, 

the group just attracted another grant from Foundation Scotland to purchase much-needed tools 
for keeping invasive species at bay. 

‘So far, we have largely managed to stop rhododendron gaining a foothold in the woodland’ 
says volunteer and resident artist Mike Bailey, ‘but we needed to purchase new giant loppers 

and pruning saws for our volunteer workforce to remove it more effectively’. 
The group hopes to start up a mid-week group this spring as not all volunteers can commit to 
the Sunday volunteer day. ‘So all-in-all things are continuing to shape up here in our island 
community woodland,’ thanks mainly to the efforts of our committee and volunteers and the 
small grants which we are sometimes managing to secure,’ says chairperson Juliette Walsh. 

Small Grants Success for Roots of Arran Community Woodland – 16/01/13

Other news


